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Sunday & Wednesday Schedule 
On-going Sunday Schedule: 

9:00am Contemporary Worship-Wesley Centre 
10:00 am-Sunday School 

11:00 am-Traditional Worship– Sanctuary 
                         On-Going Wednesday Schedule 

9:30—10:30 A.M. —- Prayer Ministry  
       (Room 225, Traditional Building) 

  Youth-4:30pm 
  Children-5:00 pm 

 Choir Practice: 7:30 pm   
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Senior Pastor: Earl L. Smith, revearl@hotmail.com 
Minister Program/Congregational Care:  Nancy Chaney, 
   nancyfumc@tampabay.rr.com 
Administrative Assistant:  Jane Brady, 
   fumcpc@tampabay.rr.com 
Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries:  Brian  Lawson 
   youthmin@tampabay.rr.com 
Director of Children’s Ministries:  Shawna Cook, 
   childmin@tampabay.rr.com 
Director of Worship & Music Ministries:  Debbie Hayes 
musicmin@tampabay.rr.com  
Organist: Richard Wisher 
Church Office:  
Telephone: (813) 754-3519   Fax: (813) 752-0162 
   e-mail: fumcpc@tampabay.rr.com 
Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 9:00am-12 noon- 1pm-5pm 
   Friday– 9 am-12 noon 
 WEBSITE: www.firstchurchplantcity.com 
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Entering into the New Year 
 

When I was growing up, New Years Day 
was a special party day in our house. Foot-
ball was on TV and food we usually didn’t 
eat was waiting in the refrig. Things like 

chips and dip, summer sausage, cheddar cheese and ritz 
crackers, and my uncle’s concoction of jalapeño peppers and 
cream cheese were consumed in large qualities. Now this is 
normal snack fare these days but not so in the 1960’s. 

But, before any of that took place we needed to take down the 
Christmas decorations and pack them safely away till next 
year. That was my mother’s “golden rule”. No football until 
the house was back in shape! 

New Years is the time to get back in shape. Perhaps we need 
to lose the few pounds we gained from too much holiday 
snacking. Surely we need to get our calendars back to normal 
– not crowded from all those Christmas obligations and trips. 
And, most of us will look ahead to a long few months of 
steady work (except for the occasional one day holiday) be-
fore we can once again look forward to summer vacations! 

In other words – life is about to get back to normal. Normal is 
good. Routine helps keep us sane. But, oh, what fun it has 
been to celebrate the birth of Jesus at Christmas and to usher 
in a new year full of wonderful potential. 

I do hope you feel that 2011 has great potential for you. It is 
going to be the best year yet for you to walk more closely 
with Jesus, to celebrate the manifest presence of God, and to 
discover the holy blessing of being one in spirit with the 
Christ! Why will it be the best year yet? Because it is the year 
you are walking through right now. Let me suggest that you 
embrace it – and make it special – like never before! 

Happy New Year – and God bless! 

Pastor Earl 
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Financial Report 

 

Here are some financial figures as of November 30, 2010. We won’t 
have a complete report for the whole year until later in January. 

 

Income through November 2010  $481,973 

Expenses including mortgage    573,168 

Difference      (91,195) 

Income is revenue received through weekly offerings, rent from the 
District Office, loose plate offering, church school offering, interest, 
and special onetime gifts. 

It does not include money that is contributed to mission projects like 
Bread of Life, Cornerstone, The Children’s Home, or Jericho Road. It 
also does not include money collected through projects or contributions 
to youth and children summer camps, retreats, etc., college scholar-
ships, nor memorials. Those are designated funds used in specific ways 
for those projects. 

Expenses listed here include utilities, maintenance and repairs, staff 
salaries, Conference apportionments, insurance, kitchen maintenance, 
office management, ministry areas (ie. music, age-level departments, 
worship, Sunday School, buses, small groups, outreach into the commu-
nity, etc), and the mortgage payment. 

The DIFFERENCE listed above is usually provided through contribu-
tions from the Bruton Foundation, the Rawlings Foundation, and a few 
smaller funds. This year however we did need to borrow $20,000 from 
our bank line-of-credit. We have not yet paid that back. If you can help 
with this specific financial need please let us know and mark your 
check Bank Loan Payback. Thank you and God bless. 

All in all – even with the money we borrowed, 2010 was a good year 
financially, considering the current economy, and we thank you so very 
much for your faithfulness through your contributions. 

 

The Finance Committee 
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         Notes from Our Music Director: 
    

   I cannot believe December is almost over and 2011 is 
right around the corner!   Where did the time go?   I hope 
you all had a wonderful Christmas season.  We had many 
wonderful worship opportunities for you this year and I 

hope that you were able to come and enjoy many of them. 

      I want to say a great big Thank You to all of you that helped with one 
of these events this year.  There is no way I could list or even remember 
all your names but each one of you are so appreciated for the many parts 
that you played in our Christmas services and special events this year.  
Thank you to the Choir and Praise team for all you guys do all year long 
but especially for the extra time and rehearsals that you put in for your 
Christmas services.  Thanks to for all those that helped support our 
Christmas musical whether you were singing,  in the drama, had a 
narrator part, were an angel dancer, accompanied the singers or helped 
behind the scenes.  It took all of you to pull this musical off.  Thank you 
one and all so very much. 

     I also want to thank the Spirit Singers for a wonderful concert on Dec. 
10th.   If you missed their concert, you really missed a fabulous evening 
of music.  Thank you guys for all the time you put into this concert. 

      Thank all of you for your many prayers, thoughts, cards and food that 
you sent my way since I broke my ankle.  It is healing well and I hope 
with a little rest after Christmas, I will be up and going full speed again 
soon.   Rusty and I will be leaving on Dec. 27th for a much needed rest 
and will be traveling to VA.   Hope all of you will have great New Year! 

   

  Blessings,  Debbie 
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New Year’s Resolutions 

It is that time again when we all make resolutions to 
improve our lifestyle for the coming year.  The most 
common resolution is to lose weight.  Probably the next in 
line is to exercise more.  We all know the benefits of 
eating healthy and getting proper exercise and how much 

better our body feels when we have healthy habits.  Did you know that 
spiritual health is just as important? 

Spiritual health is an important component of an individuals well 
being and an integral aspect of the holistic health philosophy.  
Physical, mental and spiritual health are deeply intertwined and 
have a profound effect on one another.  
This truth is clearly exhibited for instance when someone who is 
sad on the emotional level experiences fatigue, a loss of energy 
and/or decreased appetite on the physical level and on the 
spiritual level they feel out of touch with their true self and 
disconnected from the universe.  
Another clear example would be that when spiritually we feel lost 
and unbalanced, this may cause us to be moody and discontent 
with life, perhaps we grow emotionally distant from our loved 
ones and on the physical level we may experience stress or 
fatigue.  
On the other hand, when we feel spiritually connected and 
fulfilled, everything in our life including physical and emotional 
pain are easier to deal with. We feel lighter and happier.  
There's no denying it - when we feel connected and balanced 
spiritually we feel better physically and emotionally. Nourishing 
the soul  is as important as food, water and exercise.  

Spiritual connection is about finding meaning and purpose in 
your life, discovering who you truly are and connecting with the 
sources that provide you inner strength, comfort, hope and inner 
peace.  Listen to this verse from Psalm 46, “Be still and know 
that I am God”.  Take time daily. 

 Happy New Year! 

   Sandra 
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Remember the CHALLENGE GIFT 

 

Just a reminder that we have a family here in the church that has chal-
lenged us to give extra this year. They are going to contribute UP TO 
$20,000 to the general fund and up to $5,000 for the Jericho Road 
Fund. But for this challenge to be optimized, the rest of us need to con-
tribute dollar for dollar. We have one last Sunday to meet the challenge. 
We are including the first Sunday of 2011 (January 2) in the challenge. 
CAN YOU HELP? What a great thrill it will be if we can bring in an 
extra $50,000 for the upkeep of our campus and continuation of our 
ministries. Mark your check or use an envelope and mark it CHAL-
LENGE GIFT. 

And, thank you so very much! 

Pastor Earl 

 

Looking Forward Financially 

 

At the December 12th meeting of the Church Council a budget for 2011 
was discussed and approved. Our goal was to produce a non-growth 
budget. We were able to accomplish that. As a matter of fact the 2011 
budget is $1,368 less than 2010. The 2011 budget = 712,512. The 2010 
budget was 713,880. 

All staff salaries stayed the same. Conference Apportionments de-
creased about $3,500. Ministry programming came down about $2,000. 
Office expenses are down $3,500. Unfortunately our facilities expenses 
continue to go up - $13,000. Utility rates have climbed and repair and 
upkeep of the old buildings is getting more costly each year. It’s impos-
sible to hold those costs down and keep the buildings up! 

Shortly you will be receiving an info packet with a detailed 2010 ex-
pense review and 2011 budget. This will be part of our financial pledge 
campaign for 2011. Please be in prayer for the continued financial 
health of our church. 

 

Your Church Council 
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UNITED METHODIST 

WOMEN 

 The Guild Group of the United Methodist 
Women had their Christmas party meeting at the 
Camilla Rose Tea Room in 

downtown Plant City on December 8th.  
Soup, tea sandwiches and tea and scones 
were enjoyed by all.  Our meeting in Janu-
ary will be our pledge meeting in which we 
make our pledge for the coming year.  All 
the money we pledge goes to missions of the 
United Methodist Church.  If you are inter-
ested in becoming a member of the UMW, 
call Betty Wilson at 752-4514. 

  Betty Wilson, President, 

SHARE PROGRAM ENDING  

 
 The Share Program is drawing to a close.  The last month it 
was available was in December 2010.  The entire Share program 
(which was sponsored by the Cornerstone Family Ministries-  former 
Tampa United Methodist Center)  is closing down—warehouse and 
all. 

 This program has been a great out-reach for our church and 
will be greatly missed by many in the community.  We want to thank 
Larry and Donna Jackson who have been the leaders in this program 
since it’s beginning.  It could not have happened each month if it were 
not for them and their tireless band of volunteers.  Thanks so much to 
you all!!! 

 The suggestion of the Share Program is to encourage people to 
shop at lower priced grocery stores such as Aldis and Save a Lot in 
order to stretch your grocery dollar.                  
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   Jill Ritenauer  U. S. Air Force 
   George Ritenauer U. S. Air Force                               

Jonathan Humphrey            U. S. Marines 
           William S. Mitchell    U. S. Army 
          Adam Snyder      U. S. Navy 
          Matthew Satterlee     U. S. Army 
          Robbie Bryant      U. S. Marines 
          Daniel Taylor            U. S. Navy 
          Chad Jones      U. S. Army  
          Mick Denner             U.S. Marines 

REMEMBER 
OUR 
MILITARY  

COMMITTEE ON MISSION OUTREACH 

 As most of the congregation knows, I selected as one of the 
areas of ministry that I would be in charge of, as a ministerial intern, is 
our mission out-reach here at the church.  We have been doing quite a 
few things, as a church family, to reach out to the needs of people in the 
community, the state, the country, and the world but we have not had a 
coordinated effort.  I hope to put together this committee with a group 
of volunteers who feel a passion for helping others and who will bring 
to the committee their ideas as to who we can reach with our mission 
outreach efforts.  I would like to see this committee start by reaching 
out to the needs of this community we live in and then expand from 
there.  The goal of the church, in the master plan that was put together 
some time ago, was to be a more recognized and vibrant church in the 
community.  I feel this can be accomplished by helping our community 
and in so doing drawing people from the community to our exciting 
ministries. 

 Please watch for the announcement of the first meeting of this 
committee.  If you feel the nudge of God to be part of this working 
committee please give me a call at 757-6103.  All ideas are welcome.  
Anyone in the church family is needed to make this necessary ministry 
work. 

 I want to thank this church family for all they have done in the 
past and will do in the future to promote the mission work of this 
church.  Remember this is the work of God we are being called to do. 

With God’s Love,  Larry Jackson 
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JANUARY  BIRTHDAYS 

1.   Debbie Hayes, Annie Kager, Jake Kager, 
       Jessica Wicker 
2.    Jeanne Edwards, Hannah Kirkwood 
3.    Jay Gable 
4.    Karl Butts, Colleen Petersen, Sarah Winter 
5.    Eileen Akers, Kim Williams 
7.    James Killebrew, Tim Myers 
8.    Joanna Franz 
9.    Shannon Baker, MaryCeleste Carlson, Betty Jackson, 
       Peter Stephens 
10.  Kelly Farson, Jessica McDonald 
12.  Donna Jackson, Paula Sedita, Ava Varnum 
13.  Mark Brewster, Kip Keene, Billy Pate, Kimberly Regis, 
        Jay Sparkman III, Carol Spring, Becky Williams 
15.  Rick Hinson, Jerry Jackson, Maida Pou 
16.  Jay Ritenbaugh 
18.  Darcy Stottlemyer 
19.  Wade Kerr, Kimberly Watkins 
20.  John Kobis, Mel Saager 
22.  Kyle O’Neill, Brock Snyder 
23.  Britney Weiland 
24.  Diane Taylor 
27.  Richard Lockwood 
28.  Lois Dusenbury, Tim Hicks, Bradley Jackson 
29.  Daniel Blair, Charizma Dunphy, Olga Miller 
30.  KayLee Douglas, Melissa Hobkirk, Ted Rokitowski 
        Wayne Thompson 
31.  Terri Carlson 
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Nancy’s Nosegays 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 2011 

 

At this writing, I am still into Christmas!  It is hard for me 
to “let go” and write for the New Year!   

BUT, as the Apostle Paul writes to the Philippians in 
chapter 4, vs. 12, “.…but I am focusing all my energies on this one 
thing:  Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead….”  

What does lie ahead for each of us?  We just don’t know.  God has the 
master plan for us.  I do know that some of my energies are focused on 
providing a hot lunch, once a week, to the hungry.  I tried to develop 
this last year, but it was not God’s timing.  It does look like this might 
be the year!  God has, all of a sudden (it seems to me) put into our path 
three people with a passion for feeding the hungry!  Tammy and Tonya 
(remember the Project Hope that we helped them with this 
Thanksgiving?) and their group, who fed 50 people on Thanksgiving 
Day at the Stardust Dance Center,  very much want to continue with a 
once a week lunch!  Then, I received a call from Buddy Bass who heads 
a group called “Men on Wheels” who heard about us and would like to 
help too!  He also asked to use our Wesley Centre on Christmas Day to 
feed breakfast to those who are alone.  Pastor and I met with all of these 
people on the 10th of December to plan, talk about logistics, etc.   You 
will be hearing more as details develop!  I know that there are plenty of 
volunteers from our congregation who want to be involved.  With 
Tammy and Tonya’s group and Buddy’s group, no one will have to 
volunteer, as Shawna puts it, “until Jesus comes back!,(unless they want 
to, of course).   I think that this time, the “Fishes and Loaves” will be a 
go! 

One of my resolutions, this year, will be to talk about all my ideas with 
the Lord first, and then let Him develop the plan in His timing! 

I just want to say one thing about the past…it is the best past that I have 
ever had because you all are in it!  I just love all of you to the moon…
AND BACK! 

   Nancy 
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   PRAYER MINSTRY 
  MOMENTS  WITH GOD 

 

Psalm 62:1 “I wait quietly before God.” 

Psalm 46: 10 “Be still and know that I am God.” 

The last years I was employed in the Hillsborough 
School District I worked with Kindergarteners.  How delightful these 
little ones are!  One of the songs we sang together was “Listen and do” 
as we did exactly what the words told us to do.  “Put your hands on 
your head, on your shoulders” and so on. 

 Do I listen to God and do what He asks?  Is my prayer life all 
about me talking and God listening?  Do I ever shut up?  Isn’t prayer a 
two way conversation?  I’m sorry to write I tend to be a chatter box 
with God and the people in my life.  A good New Year’s resolution for 
me is talk less and listen more. 

 I find when I’m reading the Bible which are God’s words to 
His people, I’m listening to Him and not my mind that never seems to 
shut down.  Then I write in a journal what I believe He is telling me. 

 Sometimes in the midst of activities an inner prompting tells 
me to make a phone call, visit a shut-in, write a note, say kin, encour-
aging words, or say a prayer for someone.  This is most likely God.  
Sadly, there are times I have ignored those promptings! 

 In seeking answers to dilemmas I have to pry and listen.  Often 
God has said, “Be patient and wait.”  Of course, my strong will, or 
should I say stubborn will, wants to resist God’s words, “Be patient 
and wait.”  For me patiently waiting is a constant challenge even 
though I have seen in looking back on my life and from reading the 
stories in the Bible that God’s ways are best.  A lesson I am constantly 
working on is “Wait, listen, and do.” 

 Have a blessed New Year as you draw closer to God.  Read 
His life giving, holy words and wait, listen, and do what He is telling 
you. 

 

   Barbara Scales 
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                   YOUNG AT HEART 

 

The Young at Heart met December the 16th 
and had a gift exchange.  They were 
entertained with a musical program by Ralph 
Franza—from Bach to Rock!  It was enjoyed 
by all. The program was followed by a 
delicious meal prepared by Debbie. 

In January, the group meets on the regular 
second Thursday which is January 13th at 

11:00 am.  The program will be “Game Day” followed by lunch.   

Call for reservations to Dot Fascenda at 754-2803. 

Lastly, I would like to challenge you.  Are you being the parent that 
God has called you to be? Look up Deuteronomy 6:4-9.  Do you 
regularly pray with your child?  Do you regularly read Scripture with 
your child?  If not, then make this New Year, a time when you begin.  
Start small, maybe pray with your teen in the car as soon as you pick 
them up from something.  Tell them you love them, care about them 
and want to pray with them.  They may just surprise you with their 
response.  Use the season of the New Year as a starting place to begin 
reading a Gospel together.  More than anything, just do something 
because you will impact your child and your child will impact the 
world.  Will your impact and your child’s impact be for God? 

With Grace and Peace 

Brian Lawson 
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 Parents, You Are Amazing! 

 In this article I wrestled with what to say and how to begin 
2011.  When I thought about the birth of Jesus, the season of Advent 
and the parents of Jesus, it came to me.  The people that we talk 
about today, the people who were actively involved in the 
development of Jesus, the man, were his parents.  What a joy it must 
have been to know that Jesus was going to transform the world we 
live in.  Mary and Joseph sure didn’t know how He would impact the 
world but they sure knew that He was important.   

 Your teens, although at times misguided and challenging, are 
going to impact the world.  They will have a powerful influence over 
people they meet, places they go, the colleges they attend, the future 
work environments they will work in.  The possible places of their 
influence is endless.  Eighty years from now, if we were to look back 
on your child’s life, the people we would be talking about who had 
the most influence on his or her life would be you, the parents.  
While I strongly believe in the LOFT and the ministries at FUMC 
Plant City, I also know that you, the parents, will have the greatest 
impact on your child’s faith.   

 With the knowledge that your teen will make some kind of 
impact on the world, whether positive or negative, I would like to 
thank you, praise you and also challenge you.  First thank you for 
being the incredible parent you are.  Thank you for getting up early 
on a Saturday to attend your child’s event, being a chauffeur 
everyday of the week, providing for your child, being there when 
your child has had a bad day and everything else you do.  You are 
amazing!  I praise you for the effort you put into your child’s life.  
Everything you do, say and teach your child will stick with them for 
the rest of their lives, even if they will not admit it.   
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 P.O.W.E.R. KIDS 

(Proclaim, Observe, Worship, Equip, Relationship) 

Summer Camp Registration Begins December 1st  

Children/youth entering 4th - 12th grade) 

The cost of camp is $390.00 per child and the church will grant each 
child that registers by Wednesday January 12th a fifty percent scholar-
ship of $190.00.  If you miss the first deadline you can still register by 
Wednesday January 26th and receive a twenty-five percent scholar-
ship of $95.00  We have created these deadlines to ensure that all 
children are able to attend camp.  These deadlines will also create a 
smoother registration process for you, the camp and our church. This 
year parents will again register their own child for camp and a deposit 
is required upon registration; $75.00 online and $100.00 mail in.  
Registration forms can be printed off the camp website at 
www.umsummercamp.org. We would encourage you to register 
online as you will know instantly if your child gets in.  The week of 
camp that we have chosen to go as a group is June 20-25.  The 
church will be providing transportation to and from camp for that 
week only.  

Happy New Year 

2011 is going to be a great year with our new ministry space. I hope 
all of you are as excited as we have been throughout the entire con-
struction process. It will be wonderful to have fresh new spaces for 
our children.  

Thank you to everyone who has been in prayer and support to this 
campaign. God Bless you! 

Building the kingdom one child at a time, 

Shawna Cook 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed

    

2 9am-contemporary 
Service-W/C 
10am-Sunday Sch. 
11am-Traditional 
service-Sanctuary 

3 4  
10 am– Staff Mtg. 
5 pm-Spirit Singers 
 

5 9:30am-Prayer Gp
4:30pm-Youth
5:00pm-children
No Bells or choir
  

9 9am-contemporary 
Service-W/C 
10am-Sunday Sch. 
11am-Traditional 
service-Sanctuary 

10 11 
10 am– Staff Mtg. 
5 pm-Spirit Singers 
6pm-Praise Team 

12 9:30am-
4:30pm-Youth
5:00pm-children
6:30-Bells 
7:30-Choir

16 9am-contemporary 
Service-W/C 
10am-Sunday Sch. 
11am-Traditional 
service-Sanctuary 

17  
7pm-Cong,. Care 

18  10 am– Staff Mtg. 
5 pm-Spirit Singers 
6pm-Praise Team 
7pm-Scouts 

19 9:30am-
4:30pm-Youth
5:00pm-children
6:30-Bells 
7:30-Choir

23 9am-contemporary 
Service-W/C 
10am-Sunday Sch. 
11am-Traditional 
service-Sanctuary 

24  
Guild Circle 
10 am-UMW room 
7pm-Church Council 

25  10 am– Staff Mtg. 
5 pm-Spirit Singers 
6pm-Praise Team 
7pm-Scouts 

26 9:30am-
4:30pm-Youth
5:00pm-children
6:30-Bells 
7:30-Choir

30 9am-contemporary 
Service-W/C 
10am-Sunday Sch. 
11am-Traditional 
service-Sanctuary 

31   
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Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

Prayer Gp 
Youth 
children 

No Bells or choir 

6  
1:30pm-Card Sharps 

7 8 

-Prayer Gp 
Youth 
children 

 
Choir 

13  
11am– Young at 
Heart 
1:30pm-Card Sharps 

14 15 

-Prayer Gp 
Youth 
children 

 
Choir 

20  
1:30pm-Card Sharps 
5pm-Finance mtg. 
 

21 22 
 

-Prayer Gp 
Youth 
children 

 
Choir 

27  
1:30-Card Sharps 
 

28 29 
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