Senior Pastor: Earl L. Smith, revearl@hotmail.com

Minister Program/Congregational Care: Nancy Chaney
nancyfumc@tampabay.rr.com

Administrative Assistant: Jane Brady,
fumcpc@tampabay.rr.com

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries: Brian Lawson
youthmin@tampabay.rr.com

Director of Children’s Ministries: Shawna Cook,
childmin@tampabay.rr.com

Director of Worship & Music Ministries: Debbie Hayes

musicmin@tampabay.rr.com

Organist: Richard Wisher

Church Office:

Telephone: (813) 754-3519 Fax: (813) 752-0162
e-mail: fumcpc@tampabay.rr.com

Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 9:00am-12 noon- 1pm-5pm
Friday— 9 am-12 noon

WEBSITE: www.firstchurchplantcity.com

Sunday & Wednesday Schedule
On-going Sunday Schedule:
9:00am Contemporary Worship-Wesley Centre
10:00 am-Sunday School
11:00 am-Traditional Worship— Sanctuary

On-Going Wednesday Schedul

9:30—10:30 A.M. —- Prayer Ministry
(Room 225, Traditional Building)
Youth-4:30pm
Children-5:00 pm
Choir Practice: 7:30 pm
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March Includes the Beginning of Lent

March 9 is Ash Wednesday for the Christian
Church. Ash Wednesday represents a period
of 40 days when Christians are asked to
spend extra time reflecting upon the life and
death of Jesus Christ. Why did he come? Why didho®se

to die on the cross? What does all of that hawotawith you
and your relationship to God? What does that haxaotwith
your eternity? The number 40 is a religiously digant
number in the Bible. For example 40 years in thielevhess
for Moses and the escaped slaves known as Hebddas!

40 days in the wilderness for Jesus before he bleiggmublic
ministry. It was there that he was tempted by Satandid
not falter!

There are actually 46 days in Lent. Forty week dplss the
6 Sundays before Easter. The Sundays are not adtliudthe
solemn time of reflection because Sundays are ays of
celebration — even during Lent.

I hope you will take advantage of this coming seasnget
serious in developing a deeper relationship witlsude
Commit yourself to reading your Bible more and ingla
good book on faith at the Christian bookstore oolBna-
Million. We now have a Christian bookstore rightrdén
town that can be very helpful. It's called Truth rShan
Bookstoreon Collins St.

We will provide special activities here at churchhielp you
during Lent. Ash Wednesday will be a mid-week wgrsh
service. | will be offering a special evening Bilstidy (see
that note below). We have invited Lee Weaver (thwora
back with us. He will be portraying JUDAS on Maundy
Thursday. Our church will once again host the GBaday
Community worship service. Palm Sunday and Easilebev
wonderful worship experiences here also. | cergalmbpe
you will be proactive in seeking enrichment durthgse next
two months.

God bless.

Pastor Earl



Pastor’'s Lent & Easter Bible Study

Pastor Earl will be offering a special studytdaly Week in the Life of
Jesus The study will detail the events from the Laspfer, into the
betrayal and death of Jesus, through the reswreetient. It uses an
amazing video from the Gospel of Matthew to portfayse events in
realistic detail.

The study will be held only in the evening. Suppélbe offered at
5:45 and the study will begin at 6:30. If you castime for the meal
then come just for the study. It will last only dmeur! Dates are March
2, 16, 30, April 6, (break for Holy week), May 4.1

GREENVILLE CHOIR
IN CONCERT
MONDAY, MARCH 14TH
7:30 PM.

The Greenville Choir’'s 2011 spring tour will takteetn to venues in
Atlanta, Ga., St. Petersburg, Fl., Charlotte, N@ Hashville, Tn.
This year’s tour program includes works from EstoNorway, Eng
land and America and spans a 400 year period.

Founded in 1927 by Dr. Robert W. Woods, the Grdken@ollege
Choir has attained a widespread reputation foroperihg sacred chd
ral music of the highest quality.

FUMC WILL NEED YOUR HELP:

On Monday, March 14th we will be hosting the GraekenChoir for
a concert at 7:30pm. These students will need@epb stay for the
night. Please let David Denner know or fill out florm below and
place in the offering plate if you would be willing host 2 to 4 stu-
dents on Monday, the 14th and give them breaklifi@shé&xt morning
We do need your assistance as there are 54 imtioert choir.

Name
Phone#

I would be willing to house: 2

boys or girls

P.O.W.E.R. KIDS

(Proclaim, Observe, Worship, Equip, Relationship)

Planning for growth requires volunteers!

We are in exciting times and anticipating growtlewown the Wesley
Centre in our new P.O.W.E.R. KIDS Ministry spadée children
and volunteers just love the environment and itemal for minis-
try. With that said, we need to be proactive alah for growth. We
are currently seeking volunteers in several ardgdsiwthe ministry
that can be put on a rotation.

Wednesday leaders/ we average about 25-30 chitrémeed 1
adult for every 5-7 children. This ratio is smsol that we can de-
velop good relationships with our kids. Often tighout the evening
games, discussion, crafts are done in smaller greapnore adult
help is needed.

Sunday morning Nursery/ looking for adults/teenbetp rock
and play with children, and to assist teachers thighlessons.

Wednesday night cooks/ 2-3 Wednesday s out of anenth we
need people to prepare a meal for the children.

Cleaning crew/ Need a team of people to rotatehafl clean the
large classroom spaces on tfiéahd & floors. This will need to be
done on Thursday mornings.

If you are interested in becoming a leader in Ghils Ministry call
or e-mail Shawna Cook/ 754-3519 or childmin@tamgabaom
Thank you and look forward to having you on ouniéa

Nursery volunteer training

All adults and teens that serve or will begin toseen the nursery
will need to be at this meeting on MarcH"2@ 12:15 in the Wesley
Centre. Lunch will be available for you. If yoteainable to attend
please let me know as it is crucial that every mtder regardless of
your capacity be trained.

Building the Kingdom one Child at a time,
Shawna
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NOTES FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR
Notes from Our Music Director

January has come and gone and Lent isijosind
the corner. Even though Easter is late this yaaril(
24M the first Sunday in Lent is March .3 Plans are
already in the making for our Lent season startinty
our Ash Wednesday service on Mar¢h@ 7pm. Then on Monday,
March 14" we will be hosting the Greenville College Choiorfr
Greenville, IL. This is a 54 member choir from lriStian Methodist
College and many of you have signed up to keepupleoof the
young people. At this time, we are still lookingr fabout 4 more
homes. If you would be willing to be keep a cougids or boys
please let me or Dave Denner know. Even if youndt have the
room to keep any students, | hope you will comeand hear their
concert. | know it will bless your heart. The cert will be at 7:30
pm on March 1% in the Sanctuary and should last around an htur.
you are keeping students please plan to come todheert and then
we will introduce you to the students that will geing home with
you that night. You will then need to give theneddtfast and bring
them back to the church the next morning.

On Palm Sunday, April fave will be celebrating Confirmation
Sunday along with our children will be singing ioth services. Then
on Thursday, April 2% (Maundy Thursday), Rev. Lee Weaver will be
coming back to do his portrayal of Judas and we kel having
Communion. Some of you will remember Lee from whenwas
here during Christmas and did Joseph. If you rdigse then, you
will not want to miss him this time. He was suchlessing!

We will again host the community Good Fridagrvice at noon
on April 22 and plans for that service are under way as witien
on Easter Sunday, April 24 our choir and Praise team will be
providing special music in both services. The cl®working on a
mini musical entitled, “He Is Risen Indeed” and tbechestra is
working on the accompaniment for that musical.

Our Bell Choir is also practicing and will b&aying a couple of
times during these next several weeks.

| hope that you will add these dates to yoderadar and plan to
join us for these special times in the Lenten seaso

eBsings,
Debbie
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The First United Methodist Church
Foundation Scholarship application and selection pycess

The intent of the Foundation Scholarship is to enage and support
our youth as they begin their college career. Qapehis they will
continue their growth and involvement in their Gkien faith where
ever their journey may take them.

Graduating seniors, enrolled college students, andontinuing
education majors may submit an application. Each new applicant
must complete the 2011 Scholarship Application

Scholarships are exclusively for active membershefFirst United
Methodist Church of Plant City. Active members it defined as
having been a member of the church for at leastyma. Active
members must also attend faithfully and participate church
sponsored programs.

At the first of each year, the scholarship comraittgll determine the
number and amount of scholarships to be awardefbrnhation will

be distributed to Members of the First United Meliso Church of
Plant City and the guidance department of Plany €igh School.
Applicants may request an application from Brairwkan, Youth
Director or Bonnie Bullard, Scholarship chairmameTdeadline for
submitting applications will b&pril 17™.

In April, the Scholarship Committee will intervieeach applicant.
They will review letters of recommendation and épplicant’s essay.
This will be an opportunity for the committee tadract with the
student and to make decisions regarding scholarsvards.
Scholarships will be announced at Awards Nighthat high school
and to the congregation during services.

Please encourage your students to take advantadbis ajpportunity.

Bonnie Bullard



Nancy’s Nosegays

MY GOODNESS, MARCH! | AM NOT GOING TO
SAY IT! ROARING IN LIKE A LION ONLY
APPLIES TO THE NORTHERN STATES! WE
HAVE THE STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL!

By this writing, we have had two successful Fritlayches at
the Christ Community Café! On our first day, irdihg take-outs, we
served 61 lunches. We are expecting the humbegsote as word
travels around. Five churches are involved thus fin the next
month/s we will be “tweaking” our endeavors andgfining the plans
for funding, crew rotation, cooking rotation, mediaverage and
welcoming more community involvement. | am excitetllothing
happens overnight and nothing happens without handk and
commitment to the vision of reaching out. Ouraisstatement is, “a
community of Believers in Christ, working togetherprovide a safe
haven for those in need; to be fed, discipled agdipped for
victorious living”.

On the 28 of this month we are going to feed you! We will
be inviting all of the small groups to be the hcatsl hostesses and
share what they are studying and why they love goairpart of a
small group. We will be inviting all who are neivblved in a small
group to join either an existing one or a newlynied one. _Small
groups are the heart of a church. Jesus had 4 groap and they
changed the worldJohn Wesley had small groups, called classes. In
order to attend church on Sunday, you had to hdisket stating that
you had attended your class! The small groups! igo@vo-fold: 1.
Evangelism--be concerned with people not commitbedesus and 2.
Discipleship—taking a Christian and maturing themoia deeper
walk. Small groups accomplish this by studying Bible together,
eating together, caring for each other as an -eixtensof
congregational care, growing in discipleship, aralwing new people
closer to Jesus. The dinner will be on a Fridghnfrom 6:30-8:30
in the Wesley Centre. Put this date on your cagnélease!

WESLEY CENTRE KITCHEN NEWS: There are many
bowls, pans, serving dishes that belong to youeyTare taking up
space. We would love for you to come and “fetdtem. By the end
of this month we will be happy to accept them asnations” and
incorporate them into our kitchen ministry! Thaydu ever so!

I just love all of you and loads of shamrock gremms to you!
Nancy

* Exercise regularly, but do so at least three hours before
bedtime..

* Don't use your bed for anything other than sleep or sex.

* If you have trouble sleeping when you go to bed, don’t nap
during the day, since it affects your ability to sleep at night.

* Consider your sleep environment. Make it as pleasant,
comfortable, dark and quiet as you can.

* Establish a regular, relaxing bedtime routine that will allow you
to unwind and send a "signal” to your brain that it's time to sleep.
Avoiding exposure to bright light before bedtime and taking a hot
bath may help.

* If you can't go to sleep after 30 minutes, don't stay in bed
tossing and turning. Get up and involve yourself in a relaxing
activity, such as listening to soothing music or reading.

Wishing everyone restful sleep and good health.

Sandra

~ LIBRARY NEWS

— -~ Be sure and check out the Church Library

= — on the second floor. We have just put lots

ﬂ . _ of new books on the shelves. The categories

are Fiction, Biographies ( the new Laura

_ Bush book is there), Devotional books,
Family books, a big collection of Inspira-

tional books. These are on the shelves startingpanleft as you

come into the Library.

Just take the book or books you want to read et
them into the basket on your left as you enter.tite limits and
no overdue fees. Just yours to read and enjoy!

Betty Wilson & Cookie Smith
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Does it often take you more than 30 minutes to fall asleep at
night? Or do you wake up frequently during the night — or too
early in the morning — and have a hard time going back to
sleep? When you awaken, do you feel groggy and lethargic?
Do you feel drowsy during the day particularly during
monotonous situations?If you answered "yes" to any one of
these questions, you may have a "sleep debt" that is affecting
you in ways you don’t even realize. A recent NSF Sleep in
America poll found that a majority of American adults
experience sleep problems. Sleep is not merely a “time out”
from our busy routines; it is essential for good health, mental
and emotional functioning and safety. People suffering from a
sleep disorder called sleep apnea are at risk for high blood
pressure, heart attacks, stroke and motor vehicle crashes if left
untreated. Even occasional sleeping problems can make daily
life feel more stressful or cause you to be less productive.

Sleep needs vary. In general, most healthy adults need seven
to nine hours of sleep a night. However, some individuals are
able to function without sleepiness or drowsiness after as little
as six hours of sleep. Others can't perform at their peak unless
they've slept ten hours. And, contrary to common myth, the
need for sleep doesn’t decline with age.

A distracting sleep environment such as a roonisthab hot or cold,

too noisy or too brightly lit can be a barrier tuad sleep. A number
of physical problems can interfere with your akiltb fall or stay

asleep. For example, arthritis and other conditittvag cause pain,
backache, or discomfort can make it difficult teep well. Sleep
apnea, which is recognized by snoring and inteedigbreathing,

causes brief awakenings. Stress is considereddsy steep experts
to be the No. 1 cause of short-term sleeping difffies.

Here are a few tips many people have found to be useful.

* Avoid caffeine, nicotine and alcohol in the late afternoon and
evening. Caffeine and nicotine can delay your sleep, and
alcohol may interrupt your sleep later in the night.
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March includes National Sleep Awareness Week

PRAYER MINSTRY
MOMENTS WITH GOD

Matthew 5:7 “Blessed are the merciful, for theylwil
be shown mercy.”

What gives you joy? My husband, children, gicdmldren, and
friends give me joy. My spirit soars in joy andipeato God when |
see His handiworks in nature, a spectacular syrsuseset, rainbow,
and hear the songs of the birds, the rustlingeaivés on the trees as
the wind blows.

There is great joy when we serve others ipirit ©f love and
compassion. Compassion means with passion. Whdeakan-
other's pain we have compassion. Here is what Zdtggmont says
in Contagious Joy and Phillip Yancey says in Sauvisior.

Patsy's words: "Our family has a passion fitoygs. They're one
of life's little luxuries, and have become our s¢extravagance.
Each of us in our family has at least two pillows $leeping. Then,
there are the pillows in decorative shams and thpilews. When
our beds are made up, our headboards disappeadidaki heaps!
Downstairs there are the big, bright floor cushidfsen the dogs
have a few pillows scattered throughout the house.

One of my favorite pillows is the bolster pill. It's that sausage-
shaped pillow, perfect for the curve of your ndg&lster means, ' to
support or prop up, to buoy or hearten.' That'stvirfiends are for!
We bolster each other up with caring, our encoureyg, and our
shared rejoicing."

Phillip Yancey: He quotes Dr. Brand, who watkeith lepers.
"It's strange those of us who involve ourselveglates where there
is the most suffering, look back in surprise talfthat it was there
that we discovered the reality of joy. Happy amytivho bear their
share of the world's pain. In the long run they wlow more happi-
ness than those who avoid it"

Lord," I shall pass through the world but anté¢herefore, there
is any kindness | can show, or good thing | canetane do it now.
Let me not defer or neglect it, for | shall not pésis way again."
Author: Grellet

This was my mother's motto and prayer | ofteard her say.

Barbara Scales



In December we took students to Metropolitan Mmes to
serve those in need. One of our incredible voknstenrote her
reflections on that trip. It is my hope that heords will bless your
heart.

With Blessings
Brian
Metropolitan Mistries

This year we were privileged to take a group ofitioand
young adults to Metropolitan Ministries for an afteon. This was my
first visit to the Metropolitan Ministries campu#t. was very impactful.
We arrived and sat through an introduction presemtaabout the
ministry and its programs. Then we were asked kvhiea we would
like to work our scheduled time. There were sdvaraas to choose
from, including stocking the toys on the shelveseding the cars
coming on campus, handing out food and playing wititdren to name
a few.

| volunteered to feed the homeless that caméaoptark on
site. | didn't know what | was expecting to seehaw | thought it
would be but | must say that | was taken abackabit surprised. |
entered the little building where the food and knivere stored. There
were a few other volunteers there also. We wesauoted to serve
popcorn and drinks to those who would like some.l ®ok out a milk
crate full of water bottles and soda bottles antkeéharound the park
area, asking the people if they would like a begeraThe park was full
of less fortunate people, some looked as thoughhihd been homeless
for a long time and some didn't really look muclffetient than you or
me. There were mostly single people, both menvaoihen, young
and old but there were a couple of families witraben children. Not
all of them were homeless but just out of work atrdggling to make
it, wondering when they’d have their next meal.

Jill Ritenauer U. S. Air Force
George Ritenauer U. S. Air Force
7] Jonathan Humphrey U. S. Marines
William S. Mitchell U. S. Army
Adam Snyder U. S. Navy

Matthew Satterlee  U. S. Army
Robbie Bryant U. S. Marines
Daniel Taylor U. S. Navy
Chad Jones U. S. Army
Mick Denner U.S. Marines

PLASTIC FOOD CONTAINERS NEEDED

The Caregiving committee of the Congregational Jax@m needs

your help.

Patt Edwards and her committee need plastic carsimith lids for

storing prepared foods for delivery to our shut-nesovering pa-

tients from the hospitals, or nursing homes, ahérstin need of

food assistance.

The plastic containers with lids can be ANY sizat, they must be

able to go into a MICROWAVE OVEN.

You can buy them at any Dollar Tree store, or elsr@. You can

also get the carryout containers from restauranggsacery store

containers such as Cool Whip, etc.

The ones with divided sections are especially comeve.

Please leave them just inside the Mahoney Stréetrexe to the

Educational Building.

We thank you in advance for your needed help mwhirthy cause.
Congregational Caream
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Laurie Stephens

Michael Bateman, Ethan Rebman,
Bethany Dykema, Gregory Fisher

Carney Walden, Gary Winter

Jean Blake

Dick Chaney, Sedd Edgeman, Ann Owens
Paul Schrock

Pat Gray

. Harry Sotiros, Paige Ward
. Robyn Hyde

. Hunter Johnson

. Mac Smith, Jr.

Bruce Akers, Rebecca Randolph
Larry Jackson, Jason Mattair Mike Tatum

. Julie Latimer

Ryan Cook, Norman Woodbury, Virginia Zinner

. Harold Brewer, Mary Fizia
. Zane Salter
. Clare Hicks, Brittany Molinowski, Brant Wade

Kim Butts, LaJean Turner, Steven Watkins
Elisa Carr

. Katie Beachler, Mike Coldwell, Kyle Garren,

William Watkins

Dave Blank

Shawna Cook, Travis Fisher, Tony Jackson
Maryse Dale, Amy DuBose
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When | offered the refreshments to each of themad amazed that
nearly all of the patrons responded with a smilé arthank you. |
don’t know that | could smile if | were in their@ds. Even when I'm
having a bad day, | still go home to a warm hont @ean bed. Yet,
| take it for granted most days. Can you imagimirty young
children and wondering how you are going to feeshthtoday? |
would be so stressed and worried that | don’t krow | could
muster up a smile to a stranger. God blessed atatternoon. | had
the privilege to serve those who were hungry antelespiritually. |
hope that each of the youth who worked that aftemnehared a
similar experience. This was God’s Word in actiomhat better way
to experience God's love?

By: JoAnna Franz

YOUNG AT HEART

The Young at Heart Group meets

Centre. They meet at 11:00 am hav

program and then lunch is served at N(
The lunch is $5.00 per person. =i>

reservation. ‘

Please join us for fellowship, fun an@ a
great lunch prepared by Debbie.

See you there,

Dot Fascenda

second Thursday of each month in the Wegley

call Dot Fascenda at 754-2803 to makg a



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5

10am-Staff mtg. 2285@;“ 225 FESTIVAL STARTS| Christ Community

5pm-Spirit Singers Sbmchildrer Café WiIC

6:30-Praise Team 5:45-suppe 1:30pm-Card Sharps| 11:30 - 1:00

7:00-Scouts 6:30-Bible Stud

7:30-Choir

6 9am-Contemporary 7 8. 9 9:30prayer rm 22t 10 11 12
Service-W/C PARADE DAY 10am-Staff mtg. 4:30 Youth 1lam-Young at Hear| Christ Community Wonder Walk
10am-Sunday Sch. | OFFICE CLOSED | 1-3 pm-Archives Spmchildrer Café WI/C Hyde Park UMC
1lam-Traditional 5pm-Spirit Singers ASH WEDNESDA 1:30pm-Card Sharps| 11:30 - 1:00

worship-Sanctuary

5PM-Jazz-lite

6:30-Praise Team

SERVICE 7:00p
No Choir or Bell:

13 9amContemporary

14 GREENVILLE

15

16 9:30-prayerrm 225
4:30 Youth

17

18

19-

Service-W/C COLLEGE 10am-Staff mtg. Eomehildrer 1:30pm-Card Sharps| Christ Community 10am-Confirmation
10am-Sunday Sch. CONCERT 5pm-Spirit Singers 5:p45-suppe Café WiC Day Retreat
1lam-Traditional 7:30 PM 6:30-Praise Team 6:15-Bells 5:00 pm-Finance 11:30 - 1:00 @ Killebrews
worship-Sanctuary | 7pm-Trustees-Lib. | 7:00-Scouts 6:30Bible Stud
7:30-Choir

20 9am-contemporar| 21 22 23 24 25 Christ Community | 26
Service-W/C 7pm-Staff Parish 10am-Staff mtg. 9:30-praye-rm 225 1:30pm-Card Sharps| Café W/C 11:30-1:00

. 4:30 Youth
10am-Sunday Sch. | 7pm-Cong. Care 5pm-Spirit Singers 5pmechildrer .
1lam-Traditional 6:30-Praise Team 6:15-Bells ;maII.Gro\t;\?/glrér.lse(r) &
worship-Sanctuary 7:00-Scouts 7:30-Choir anning ~opm
27 9amContemporary 28 29 309:30prayerrm 225 | 31

Service-W/C
10am-Sunday Sch.
1lam-Traditional
worship-Sanctuary

10am-Guild-UMW
7pm Church Council

10am-Staff mtg.
5pm-Spirit Singers
6:30-Praise Team
7:00-Scouts

4:30 Youth
S5pm-<hildrer
5:45-suppe
6:15-Bells
6:30-Bible Stud
7:30-Choir

1:30pm-Card Sharps




